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Consonant Phonemes

Bilabial | Alveolar(Labio) | Palatal | Velar(Labio) | Glottal
Nasal m n(n") n y(y")
Stop pb td c k g(k")
Fricative fv S ¢ X h
Trill r
Lateral Approximant 1 £
Approximant j (w)
Orthography
Monophthongs
1 a [a] lyp> handa smart
] a [a:] m|}§ naré flame
/ . ~/ .
i e/é €] 2y moré black
l/ é e:] ml/m nén water
i i [i] PR titta little
i i [i:] m/id nis woman
i, o [0] 1%5 olos dream
lﬂ 6 [o:] plﬂ t6 wool
i u [u] l)él’); ulundo beast
]’7 i [u:] mlf:t/zm nimen west
Diphthongs
A ai [a1] cl)\m caima bed
o au [au] pé}; tauré forest
/ =
o eu [eu] oY leuca snake
o iu [1u] pééi tiuca thick
A oi [oi] AV oira immortal
A ui [ui] I huiné shadow




Bilabials

yaa) [m] 11?}4 moré black

P p [p] pym parma book

R mb [mb] ilx/l imbé between

b f [f] B?m firin dead

n/a v/w [v] £ vanya beautiful

Alveolars

g n [n] mié nis woman

P t [t] pé’}; tauré forest

P> nd [nd]

y rd [rd]

T 1d [1d] & elda elf

¢ o S [s] ?lx/z sambé room

./ s .

y r/word- [r] N hrivé winter
initial hr

C 1/word- 1] CI/CT hl6cé dragon
initial hl

ma nw "] ma anwa real

Palatals

m ny n] c[m quenya quenya

P ty [c] PP tatya second

X hy/h  in [¢] Xi'yl:ﬁm hyarmen  south
eht, iht

rot ly (4] lgj ilya all

a y [j] g yulma cup




Velars

c i ] %] ano snake
q c k] ch cala light
d h(non- ] i aha fury
initial)
vel nw "] ?w sanwa poison
q qu [k"™] l/w/|5|o enquesta  1/6
d hw [w] dm hwan fungus
Glottal
K h [h] [ limo hen eye
1 Stress

1. Bisyllabic words: stress on the first syllable, except for 'i’ni( ava, don’t);

2. Polysyllabic words: stress on the penultimate syllable, unless the penul-
timate syllable is a short vowel!, in which case the stress is on the
antepenultimate syllable.

e.g.
@pc/ VESTalé |}§3/| erESSéa
licpass hasTAINa T elENDIl

IShort vowel: not a diphthong/long vowel, followed by one consonant or no consonant.



2 Nouns and Articles

2.1 Noun Pluralization

Dual

Partial Plural

Regular Plural

/plu/-t)

an

o/-i(x/)

General: -p(-t);
Exception:

In the following cases,
p

-1(-u):
Ends with -d/-t;
Describes body parts;

Ends in -i/-i/-1]-i/-i1(-
a/-i/-o/-u/-ié) add —y(-
r)

Ends in a consonant
add -1(-1)

Ends in single -1(-8),

Exceptions: change to -i(-i)

p/fipeu),n/g(veru) Ends in —é(—lé) add -
y(-1)

c‘li—>c'|'y‘;p(cirya—>ciryat) 1§—>1§’C(Elda—>Eldali) mé—n:néy

i& i (Alda—Aldu) (mallé—maller)

l(m—)ll/p)o(hen—mendu) lt;—>lz;y(Elda—>Eldar)

S/ /S .
IG5 (elen—releni

2.2 Noun Stem Changes

1. Shortening of Vowels: Long vowels shorten
e.g. pPlc—PC-(tdl—tal-)

2. Consonant Restrictions: Stem-final consonants are not allowed

e.g. ll/m—>ll/p9—(hen—>hend—) pPCm—pCre-(talan—talam-)

3. Merging and Compression: Multiple compressions, only a portion of
the original form is retained

e.g. ?p/oc—>?'p{3é(81ndel—>81ndelda) mi(;—niog/(né—missé)

4. Vowel Weakening: Vowels between two consonants become compressed

Lo L
e.g. Grem—mm-(laman—lamn-) ?Cy—vcy—(seler%selr—)

5. Final Vowel Change

e.g. Cl%%c{t'b—(lémé%lémi)




2.3 Articles

Definite article 1(i); indefinite articles are omitted
Note:

1. Uppercase initial letters (Latin transcription) are proper nouns, no
definite articles are added

2. In poetry, articles can be omitted for meter

3 Adjectives and Copulas

3.1 Predicative Adjectives
1. No copula needed, n.+adj.

2. Copula: mj’(né, singular), D’By(nar, plural); n.4-adj.+copula

e.g.
1 p}?m clyn/o ml [ parma carné na. The book is red.
pym l/cc[ my Parma engwi nar. Books are things.

3.2 Attributive Adjectives

Most end in -¥(-a), -1(-e), few end in -im>(-in), very few in other forms
Word Order:

General: adj.+n.

Specific: n.+adj., emphasizing, similar to Gandalf the white
Gender-Number Agreement: singular vs. non-singular

1. Ends in -i(-e): -1—-i(-c—-i)
e.g. gf‘ciﬁ—)g])c/{r}(yuluité—>yu1uiti) ‘i‘éﬂmﬁi‘éé]@(alahen—)alahendi)

2. Ends in -i(-a): -i—-1(-a—-8)
e.g. mﬁ%mﬁ(néca%néeé)



3. Ends in -(-8a): -—-ii(-éa—s-i8)
e.g. Céy/i‘écé?l/(lauréa%laurié)

4. Ends in - (-in):+i(i)
e.g. B?m—)]ﬁ?n’o(ﬁrin%ﬁrini)

3.3 Comparatives and Superlatives
3.3.1 Comparatives

Phrase expression: A—}—m’i—l—adj.—l—‘ci—l—B

3.3.2 Superlatives

Prefix 1m-(an-)
Special Assimilation

1. Begins with p-(p-): ‘i'mp-(amp_)
e.g.
Pﬁﬁi‘mpﬁ(pitya—)ampitya) least

2. Begins with C—,y—,d—,m—(l—,r—,s—,m—): fully assimilated
e.g.
C&éi—)i’gééi(lauca—)allauca) warmest
?cﬁléi'gcil(ringa—)arringa) coldest

?%3%1 y(sarda%assarda) hardest

AR — ARy (moina—ammoina) — dearest

4 Verbs

1. Primary verbs: derived directly from ancient Elvish, generally mono-
syllabic with root vowels

2. A-steam verbs: generally ending in -1(-a), make up most of the verbs



4.1

1.

2.

Present Tense

Primary verbs: lengthen the root vowel and add -i(-a)

A-steam verbs: -—-ii(-a—-8a), and lengthen the root vowel

Change Method Example

Lengthen Root Vowel + -i(-a) éc—%mlé(mel-%méla) love

?'C——%ifj(sil—%sﬂa) shine

Lengthen Root Vowel + -i—-#(-a—- tbﬁ—%mi’l:{'i'(mapa—%mépéa) grab

éa) CE—Tici(lala-—laléa)  laugh
—-1i(-a—s-¢a) No lengthening of the root vowel be-
fore a compound consonant cluster;
diphthongs are not lengthened
Remark:
1. Present tense often carries a progressive sense
e.g.
e dlC Isil sila. The moon is shining
i I/Z; Clél I Elda laléa. The EIf is laughing.
CB/ Cb/ol Lassé lantéa. A leaf is falling.
2. The verb agrees in number with its subject; add —y(—r) for non-singular
subjects
e.g.
e D) D D
'S P 'PPCIR TPRC
Ilyé tier undulavé lumbulé.
All paths are being covered by shadow.
4.2 Past Tense
1. A-steam verbs: add -5(-né) to the end of the word

e.g.



|§——>|§D/o ora-—orané urge
l/lp —>ll/>\pm hehta-—hehtané exclude
1)() —>1)C ulya-—ulyané pour
Qloo —>?b9m sinta-—sintané fade

2. Primary verbs: modification and nasal infixation

Change Method

Example

Ends in —m/—m/—y(—m/—n/—r), add -

15(-né)

l’oy——)r}ym(tir——)tirné) watch

ﬁm—%ﬁmbé(tam——)tamné) tap

Ends in -p/-¢/-p(-t/-c/-p), insert

an infix

- — b5 (mat-—manté)  eat
fécl——>|"5cél (tac-—tancé) fix
rg’p—%r%(top—%tompé) cover

Ends in -5 (-1), insert assimilated in-
fix

p-—og(vik—ville)  fly

3. Other

(a) Some monosyllabic verbs: lengthen the root vowel and add

-i(-e)

e.g.
Eo—gje lav-—1avé lick
) P ;.
-— [ um-—1ume to not do
Cl}"_“ﬂ}; car-—caré make,do
pC—%plt tul-—tulé come
pn —>p|n tuv-—taveé find
pn —>p|n tyav-—tyave taste

(b) Some A-steam verbs drop the final suffix (including the last con-

sonant) and then change

&
?yp —>ély serta-—séré tie
pp —>p]:n papa-—pampé tremble
pp —>p|n pata-—pante rap
(¢) Completely irregular
e.g.




CC‘%CP/’ lala-—landé laugh

B?—%b%l: farya-—farné suffice

lyp —>1y orta-—oronté raise,rise

op —oiil auta-—oanté go away, leave
IPCP —>1pt|o/o atalta-—atalanté fall in, collapse

Remark: The verb agrees in number with its subject; add —?(—r) for non-
singular subjects.

4.3 Future Tense

1. Primary verbs: add —lé(—uva) to the end of the word

2. A-steam verbs: remove -i(-a) and add —ft’%(—uva)

e.g.
& / /) w

grm-—¢mp cen-—-cenuva heed
py —>|5§13 tir-—tiruva watch
ICY —>lcyn hlar-—hlaruva hear
c[C——>c[Cn quel-—queluva fail

Exception:
m’i’—>m56 nia—nauva will be

4.4 Aorist Tense

Describes rules, truths, and basic abilities.

Remark: Instantaneous actions occurring in the present can only use the
aorist tense!

Formation

1. Primary verbs: add —1( ¢) to the end of the word; for non-singular
subjects, add —ly(—lr)

2. A-steam verbs: remain in their original form

Exception:

1. l/p)-c—(ettul—,comforth) plural changes to l/ééy(ettuler)
2. ﬁp——)p‘ip/(tap-%tépé) stop,block

10



4.5 Perfect Tense

1. Prefix the word with the root vowel

2. Lengthen the root vowel

3. Add -ii(-i¢) to the end of the word

e.g.
tﬁp—%i‘mi']’ol/ mat-—amatié
cfm —>|/c[|r591 cen-—ecénié

}7 —>1p|}71 tir-—itirié
~ R/ P
mp —>|m|p| not-—onotie
y —>1p|}71 tur-—uturié
(} —>1p|C| tul-—utlié

Special Handling:

eat
read
watch

reckon
govern

come

1. A-steam verbs: remove the final -1(-a) before transforming, if ending in
a consonant cluster, do not lengthen the root vowel.

2. Verbs ending in -ya: drop the suffix before transformation.

)
3. Diphthong root vowels 1,1{i,u) are treated as consonants, other vowels

are prefixed without lengthening.

4. Some verbs have perfect tense without a prefix.

5. Vowel-initial verbs: repeat the initial syllable or omit the prefix.

e.g.
l'i'yta"b——)'i"‘c'lyrjol/ harna-—aharnié
l’ib’b —)Icllml/ hanya-—ahanié

(} —>1p|C| tulya-—utulié
y/\p —>1}7)\p1 roita-—oroitié
ib-—sibat /it anta-—anantié/antié

11

wound

understand
lead

pursue

give



5 Personal Pronouns

Suffixes attached to verbs.

Pronoun Suffix Meaning Note
- /- (-n/-nyé) 1st person singular -m(-n) is only wused
when no other attach-
ments follow
-p(-t) 2nd person singular in-
formal
-G/-C/Aye) 2nd  person singular -(-1) is only used
formal when no other attach-
ments follow
-c(-11§) 2nd person singular
-G(-s) 3rd person singular

6 Non-Finite Verbs, Negation

6.1 Infinitive

Formation:
1. Primary verbs: add -i(-8)
2. A-steam verbs: unchanged

Remark: Subject-verb agreement does not constrain non-finite verbs
e.g.
L i 1S pC qm i mdq
I Elda polé cené i Nauco.
The EIlf can see the Dwarf.

. RV Al / R4

2.1 ™oy mymy D
I Nauco merner maté
The Dwarf wanted to eat.

3 e S S C &
- PTT 4y i
polilyé caré ilqua.
You can do everything.

12



4. 2y > | Py
Merin cenda i parma.
I want to read the book.

5 rha Bl
1123 pGproy TP
I nissi pustaner linda.
The woman stopped singing.

6.2 Negation

1. Copulative structure: lf:n(um, not to be)
D, DAY .. .
2. Past tense: j(iimé, singular), jrom(imné, non-singular)
X, . ) . .
3. Future tense: jo(iva, singular), i (umuva, non-singular)

e.g.

el Vi aVi

1. 1 9g 2 22y

I rocco imé moré.
The horse was not black.

S DS S S S "~
2.1 agh 52 my g 1 1m0
I Elda imé meré cené i Nauco.
The Elf did not want to see the Dwarf.

6.3 Present Participles (Adjectival)
Formation:
1. Primary verbs: transform to the present tense and then add —'C'(—la)

2. A-steam verbs: if possible, lengthen the root vowel; in multisyllabic
verbs, the second syllable is treated as the root vowel; if the root vowel
cannot be lengthened, do not lengthen it; then add —fj(—la)

e.g.
plq%plqc pica—picala listening
C(%CICC lala—lalala laughing
iCc’]—ﬁCé"r'C ilca—ilcala gleaming

13



7 Miscellaneous

7.1 Adverbs
1. Original adverbs: no corresponding adjectives
1 aqua completely
éi st now
i amba up(wards)
l]a haya far off
A ol ever

2. Derived adverbs: formed with suffix -6 (-vé)
||o9—>1p91:.'/ anda—andavé long
e.g.
wo /S a D /
PR CAPRCERP
Andavé laituvalmet.
Long we will praise them.

7.2 Supplementary Pronouns

1. Third person plural nominative pronoun: suffix —]o/o(—nté, they)

o Remark: When using —lo/o(—nté, they), the predicate does not need
to add —y(—r)
S5 ip
Matinté apsa.
They eat meat.

e Remark: Pronoun suffix, nominative before accusative
D/
pyn]né
Tiruvantes.
They will guard it.

2. Third person plural accusative pronoun: suffix -p(-t, them)

. /

. pymp
Tirnenyet.
I watched them.

14



oy
* =CCP
Melilyet.
you love them.
. di}’v)ﬁb/op
Hiruvantet.
They will find them.

3. First person plural pronoun:

« Suffix —Cn/(—lvé), meaning "we” including the addressee

o Suffix —Clﬁ(—lmé), meaning "we” excluding the addressee

4. Indefinite pronoun cfm(quen, one/someone)

/ s / 4.’.4
* g mE™ TYC
quen milyané leryalé
one longed for release
. cfm ik i agen
quen hanté i yulma
someone broke the cup

7.3 Infinitive with Object Pronouns

When an infinitive is followed by an object pronoun suffix, a middle suffix
-p-(-ta-) needs to be added.

e.g.
1. ek mppd
Merinté metyatas.
They want to end it.

i idpy By Sppp
I ohtari ivar mapatat.
The worriors won’t seize them.

Remark: Infinitive 4+ object can serve as the subject.

15



7.4 Past Participles

Formation:

1. A-steam verbs and primary verbs ending in -p/-¢/-p/-2(-t/-c/-p/-v)
add -im>(-ina); primary verbs may lengthen the root vowel.

2. Primary verbs ending in —m/—m/—y(—n/—m/—r) add -m(-na).

3. Primary verbs ending in -z7(-1) change to -5 (-1da).

e.g.
li‘éﬁ%l?’épﬁ'\é‘v hasta—hastaina marred
|§p—>p|/|:’zr5'o top—tdina covered
PIm — ) nam—namna judged
/ >
DT —mTG mel—melda beloved, dear

Usage: Adjectival

8 Cases

8.1 Genitive Case

Change Rule: Suffix —l?—o); if the word already ends in -1(-0), do not add; if
ending in -i(-a), change to -1(-o0)

e.g.

A .

s arano king’s

e . . ,

fatbal vendéo maiden’s
Remark: Number agreement, for plural nouns, genitive changes to —lgo(—on)
e.g.

e ,

ey aldo tree’s

lg};’m aldaron trees’

I/C/bg eleno star’s

I/C/ml/l;’) elenion stars’

lmcrcm l/éml?)’.) ancalima elenion brightest of stars
Remark: For nouns with stems, follow the stem changes first.
e.g.

e , .
yje Tavo lion’s

16



Usage: The Quenya genitive is more commonly used to indicate origin or
source (from, from among) and is more about describing the source rather
than the current owner. Additionally, it is often used to describe things in a
place, familial relationships, or parts from a whole.

Common Pairing: éti(quanta) + genitive noun, means "full of sth.”

q]ov {};Imng quanta Eruanno full of grace
Phrases:
ylm lz;ym rama Aldaron trees’ wings
1% i m-c-lm Heru i Million the Lord of the rings
llym lépylm Heren Istarion order of wizards
lym ?poym Aran sindaron king of Sindar
CFn qpolm lambé Quendion the language of the
Elves

The preposition —lj(—ﬁ, without) is always followed by a genitive noun.

8.2 Possessive Case

Change Rule: In general, suffix -n(-va); special cases:

If the word ends in a consonant, the suffix changes to -a(-wa)

o The suffix for plurals is -i(-iva)

« When -it3(-iva) follows -1(-¢), -if(-ic) changes to the long vowel -(-1), as

. s/ S e . .
in 53— (lassé—lassiva)

« Words ending in -1(-i) or with stems endmg in -1(-i), distinguish singular
and plural possessive by stress: p]y%plyln > / plYln(tarl—%arlva/ tariva),

CI% [Cl&—] —>C|/t'b15 / Cl&iﬁ (16mé[lémi-]—1lémiva/lémiva)

« Words with both final syllables as short syllables (the word itself has
more than 2 syllables) lengthen the last vowel when adding -B(-va), as

in 1IC GG B (Eldalié— Eldaliéva)
+ Stem changes may be restored when adding -iB(-iva), such as

- PC‘” [PCm-] —>pcma (talan[talam-|—talanwa)

17



- bgp [th—] —>]2C'c[ (filit[filic-]| —filiqua)
- b/y/m [la/ym-] —>]2/§ma (feren|[fern-] —ferenwa)
— mj¢[mg-] —>159§13 (nis[niss-]—nisseva)

Usage: Simple description of possession, no special meaning; descriptive or
adjectival

e.g.
l?ml/ﬁ }73{ Oroméva rassé the horn of Orome
20l /at W4 . .
el Y3 Oromeéo rassé the horn that comes
from Orome
péy/ Risris Tauré huinéva Gloomy forest
/e o S N ..
e T3 Eruva lissé Divine grace
8.3 Gerund

Formation Rule: Suffixes -5/ i) / --é(—m'é/ -i6/-18) /lengthen the root vowel +
/.
1(6), e.g.

. tﬁ‘c—(mel—, to love)— /Clﬁ(melmé, loving)

. c'iy-(car—, to make)%é]ytz/z(carmé, making, i.e. art)

ﬁc—(tyal—, to play)—>|§t{ (tyalié, playing)

?y—(sir—, to ﬂow)—%i};(siré, flowing, i.e. river)

. lé)op—(nut—, to tie)—)ml)ﬁ(nﬁté, tying, i.e. knot)
Remark: A-class verbs ending in —ﬁ(—ta) do not need changes to form a gerund
o+ ph>-(vanta-, to walk)—ph>-(vanta-, walking)

Usage: Used to express abstract characteristics of verbs; when combined with
a genitive noun, the genitive noun becomes the ”"subject” of the gerund’s
action; when combined with a possessive noun, the possessive noun becomes
the "object” of the gerund’s action.

18



e.g.

lcpy{é PIAIT Altariello nainié Altariell’s lament
n)oyp-é n-cngyfn Nurtalé Valinoréva The hide of Valinor
{}glﬂl:x/zcn/z lpmn Eruo melmé Ataniva God’s love of Men
Ipmlgo nszl::/z I/Y)D Atanion melmé Eruva  Men’s love of God

8.4 Dative Case

Formation Rules:
Single Suffix -m(-n), if it can- tg(lassé)—)égm(lassen)
not be added directly,
a transitional -i-(-c-)
will be inserted

Partitive Plural -p(-t) changes to -bo(- c’lﬁp(ciryat)%él?ba(ciryant);
nt), —')(-U) adds -1 (- i’é(AIdu)éi’é{m(Alduen)
en)

Plural -1 (-in) e (laman{lamn-

]) = Crarom (lamnin)

Usage: Includes but is not limited to indirect objects in English, comparable
to to/for/against sb./sth.

Jo e w)a. s s
© ITM MY oo 1 py=.
Eldan i nér antuva i parma.
It is to an Elf the man will give the book.

8.5 Allative and Ablative Cases

Usage: The allative (all.) describes going to a place, and the ablative (abl.)
describes coming from a place.
Formation Rules:

19



Number Allative Example

Single - (-nna) él?;mlﬁb(ciryanna)

Partitive Plural b (-nta) él?;lﬁb(ciryanta)

Plural —mﬁby(—nnar) éliv’mlé‘by(ciryannar)

Number Ablative Example

Single —é(—llo) c‘l?:‘é’(ciryallo)

Partitive Plural —Clg(—lto) c‘l?:cpﬂ(ciryalto)

Plural —ém(—llon) c‘lﬁé’m(ciryallon)
Remark:

Words ending in m(n),;;(1) undergo contraction, such as
- tbpgm(mindon, tower)%mpg'mﬁb(mindonna, to tower)
- tv;/znéC(Menel, heaven)%rﬁné-é’(l\/[enello, from heaven)

Words ending in consonants other than m(n),5(1) usually require a

transitional -i-(-e-), but:

If a word forms its plural by adding the suffix -1(-i), the transitional
sound added for plural allative and ablative cases is -1-(-i-), as in

{émém (Elenillon)

The four directional words drop -m(-n) when forming allative and ab-
lative cases, for example:

— l:zﬂyl:z/zm(Formen, North)%lg’yrﬁé’(]?ormello, from the North)

— )\’i’ytﬁm(Hyarmello, South)%ki'ytﬁé’(Hyarmello, from the South)

- YI%m(Rémen, East)—)y{t’r/zé(Rémello, from the East)

- mlf::/zm(Nﬁmen, West)%ml’éﬁé’(Nﬁmello, from the West)
Allative can indicate abstract "applied to” meaning, similar to on/upon

pp g p
SRR I e o
— YOI AP mecmmy

Mornié caita i falmalinnar.
Darkness lies on the foaming waves.

20



« Ablative can indicate a source of origin (dynamic process)

. ) el

~ Y4 i ITPE
Rucin i ulundollo.
I fear the monster.
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